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The idea of turning Yucca Mountain into a nuclear waste reprocessing facility, which some Nevadans are
proposing, sounds wonderful.

It would work like this: Instead of being a place where used nuclear fuel rod assemblies would be stored, Yucca
Mountain would become a facility where the radioactive materials from those assemblies would be extracted and
shipped off to be reused in nuclear power plants or to run small modular reactors.
High-paying jobs would be created, the nation’s thousands of tons of nuclear waste would be dealt with and the
environment would be better off for it.
If only it were that neat and simple.
But the hard facts behind reprocessing show that doing it at Yucca Mountain is almost as scary as storing waste
there.
With all due respect to proponents of the idea, who deserve some credit for thinking outside the box on the site and
trying to break through Nevadans’ intense polarization on the site, it doesn’t deserve consideration. Here are a few
key reasons why:
• It’s expensive. Reprocessing does yield new fuel, but it costs up to 10 times more than producing conventional
fuel — uranium that is mined and enriched. That being the case, the market price of reprocessed fuel is far higher
than enriched uranium, so it’s not a cost-effective option for nuclear plant operators.
• It doesn’t solve the transportation problem. Radioactive materials would still be shipped into Nevada, and some
of the transportation routes for the waste cut through the heart of the Las Vegas Valley. This isn’t just a NIMBY
issue, either, considering that the routes also pass through 43 other states.
• It’s water-intensive. According to one estimate, it would require 50,000 acre-feet of water annually, or the
equivalent of enough for 100,000 homes for a year. Considering that the water in the Yucca Mountain area is
already over-appropriated, that’s more than would be available and far more than would be environmentally sound.
• It’s dirty. Reprocessing involves using acid to extract plutonium and recover unused uranium from irradiated
uranium fuel, which results in liquid wastes teeming with radioactive and chemical poisons. The Hanford Nuclear
Reservation in Washington, one of the few places in the U.S. where reprocessing for nuclear weapons production
has occurred, is an environmental disaster area where $50 billion in cleanup work has been done and more than
$100 billion more is needed to deal with millions of gallons of liquid waste stored in underground tanks.
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So while the basic idea behind reprocessing may sound like sort of a nuclear version of recycling aluminium cans
or plastic bottles, it’s actually not environmentally friendly and is prohibitively costly.
It would be terrific if that weren’t the case. As proponents point out, building a reprocessing plant would create
jobs and provide a badly needed boost for the economy of the rural area around Yucca Mountain.
But it’s a dangerous idea, not only from a health and environmental standpoint but from a political one, as well.
Yucca Mountain proponents in other states would love to see a crack in Nevada’s longstanding official opposition
to the repository. If they sense that the reprocessing concept has caused Nevadans to warm to the idea of bringing
the nation’s waste to the state, you can bet they’ll exploit it.
That’s especially true given President Donald Trump’s support of the project, for which he placed $120 million in
funding to restart the licensing process in his budget. Congress rebuffed him by not including the funding in this
year’s omnibus spending bill, but there’s been no indication that Trump will stop pressing.
It’s important for Nevadans to remain galvanized in their opposition to Yucca Mountain. Regardless of whether the
site is used for storage or reprocessing, bringing the nation’s 77,000 tons of highly radioactive nuclear waste to a
site just 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas would be a disaster waiting to happen.

You May Like

Sponsored Links by Taboola

99 Retirement Tips You Won’t Hear Elsewhere
Fisher Investments

Minden, Nevada: This Unbelievable, Tiny Company Is Finally Disrupting A $200
Billion Industry
EverQuote Insurance Quotes

New Fitness Breakthrough: Full Body Workout in Just 18 Minutes!
Bowflex

Cowboy Boot Lovers Are Going Crazy Over This New Brand
Tecovas Cowboy Boots

Diet Expert Tells All: "It's Like Superfuel For Your Stomach Lining"
Gundry MD

It’s Like eBay, But Everything Sells in 90 Seconds
Tophatter

https://lasvegassun.com/news/2018/may/06/recycling-nuclear-waste-is-not-the-win-win-it-seem/

2/5

5/6/2018

Recycling nuclear waste is not the win-win it seems like it should be - Las Vegas Sun Newspaper

Most Popular
Viewed
Trending
Bellagio fountain show part of Golden Knights victory party
France slams Trump for remarks on guns and Paris attacks
Argument between roommates in North Las Vegas escalates to suspected homicide
3 keys for a Golden Knights win in Game 6 at San Jose
Justify wins sloppy Kentucky Derby, Baffert gets 5th title
Complete Listing »
Connect with Us
Facebook
Twitter
Google+
Instagram
Email Edition
RSS
Scene in Las Vegas
The Strip: Must-eat events at Vegas Uncork'd

Nightlife: New Clique clubs at the Palms

Dining: Exploring authentic Iranian cuisine
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2018/may/06/recycling-nuclear-waste-is-not-the-win-win-it-seem/

3/5

5/6/2018

Recycling nuclear waste is not the win-win it seems like it should be - Las Vegas Sun Newspaper

Featured Galleries

Vegas Golden Knights Defeat San Jose Sharks 5-3

Ballet & Broadway

Earth, Wind & Fire Arrival at Venetian
More photos »
AP Headlines
Kershaw put on DL by Dodgers with left biceps tendinitis
11 minutes ago
Airbnb aims to make travel more accessible for the disabled
11 minutes ago
Sousa ends Portugal's wait for winner at Estoril Open
12 minutes ago
Michael Flynn cancels Montana campaign appearance
1 hour, 8 minutes ago
Dog fatally mauls baby in Los Angeles home
20 minutes ago
Gas station worker, doused with gasoline, sets himself afire
23 minutes ago
Iran sentences 16 female IS members to jail: report
27 minutes ago
Calendar
6 Sun
7 Mon
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2018/may/06/recycling-nuclear-waste-is-not-the-win-win-it-seem/

4/5

5/6/2018

Recycling nuclear waste is not the win-win it seems like it should be - Las Vegas Sun Newspaper

8 Tue
9 Wed
10 Thu

Le Rêve – The Dream
Wynn Las Vegas

Elton John: The Million Dollar Piano
The Colosseum

Absinthe
Caesars Palace
All events on Sunday »
Locally owned and independent since 1950; Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Public Service,
best news website in the nation & DuPont Award for broadcast journalism
© Las Vegas Sun, 2018, All Rights Reserved

https://lasvegassun.com/news/2018/may/06/recycling-nuclear-waste-is-not-the-win-win-it-seem/

5/5

